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Abstract

In today's diverse and inclusive classrooms, educators face the challenge of meeting the unique learning
needs of every student. This qualitative research study employed a phenomenological approach to
investigate the challenges and opportunities of implementing differentiated instruction in science classes
among secondary schools in Lambayong, Sultan Kudarat during the School Year 2023-2024 school.
Using purposive sampling, Junior High School teachers meeting specific inclusion criteria were selected
within selected secondary schools in Lambayong. The study found that Science teachers prioritize active
student participation and collaboration through learner-centered instructional methods and group
activities. However, teachers faced challenges such as time constraints, resource limitations, behavior
management issues, and the lack of training and parental involvement, hindering their ability to
effectively plan and execute differentiated activities. Additionally, budget constraints and facility
limitations in schools limited teachers' ability to provide diverse learning experiences, hindering students'
learning potential. Practical challenges such as classroom size, resource limitations, and student diversity
further impede effective implementation. Teachers utilized diverse instructional materials and flexible
grouping strategies to cater to individual student needs, emphasizing personalized instruction and
collaborative learning to promote student engagement and academic achievement. Integration of
technology into teaching practices was highlighted to engage students and provide real-world exploration
opportunities, supporting differentiated instruction in line with best practices in Science education.
Collaborative efforts among teachers and stakeholders are recommended to overcome challenges and
ensure equitable access to quality science education. Further research recommendations are provided for
the Department of Education, curriculum developers, school administrators, and future researchers to
address identified challenges and priorities in science education in Lambayong, Sultan Kudarat.
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