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Abstract

Inclusive education, characterized by the practice of accommodating students with diverse needs and
abilities within mainstream classrooms, has become a global imperative in the 21st century. This research
adopted a qualitative methodology, particularly using the phenomenological approach, to investigate the
strategies, challenges, perceptions, and potential solutions related to inclusive education in elementary
schools in the specified region, taking into account the demands and opportunities of the 21st century
among elementary schools in West Cluster, City Schools Division of Tacurong. A Purposive Sampling
Technique was intentionally utilized to carefully select fifteen participants comprised of elementary
school teachers in West Cluster, City Schools Division of Tacurong, who met the researcher's specified
inclusion criteria. Interview and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) guides were used, while responses were
analyzed through Thematic/Content Analysis. The results revealed that elementary schools in West
Tacurong Cluster are dedicated to inclusive education, employing varied instructional approaches such as
differentiated instruction and collaborative learning. Continuous assessment guides tailored interventions,
while learner-centered classrooms and culturally responsive teaching lead to improved academic and
socio-emotional development. Educators prioritize adaptation and innovation, aiming to create inclusive
learning environments where all students can thrive. However, educators face significant hurdles
including limited training, insufficient resources, and a lack of collaboration among stakeholders,
hindering their efforts. Parents and guardians emphasize inclusivity, advocating for diverse classrooms
and accessible environments. Recommendations include providing comprehensive professional
development, allocating resources, and conducting further research to address challenges and promote
inclusivity.
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