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Abstract

As they transition from higher education institutions of learning to the ground realities of a classroom,
beginning teachers need support, guidance, and mentorship more than ever during this critical period.
Induction and mentorship, in the context of educational outlook, can be described as an essential process
where experienced/expert teachers open arms, and advice and become a source of strength to beginning
teachers as they enter the unfamiliar terrains of the basic education level. Located within the qualitative
and narrative inquiry research approach, this paper critically and creatively examines beginning teachers’
experiences of induction and mentorship in selected school contexts. Through the use of arts-based data
generation methods such as memory drawing, object inquiry and letter-writing, this study argues that
induction and mentorship initiatives can serve as a catalyst in beginning teachers navigating the uncharted
terrains in realising their potential. Moreover, this paper is of the view that the continuous mentorship of
these teachers can serve as a viable tool in them, among others, critically engaging with the subject
content, pedagogy, and the type of learners they teach. More importantly, in achieving the specific
outcomes of the educational scenery.
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