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Abstract

The scarcity of freely accessible afterschool program centers catering to K-12 learners in Metro Manila is a
significant concern within the urban education landscape. This study aims to achieve four primary objectives:
(1) to present an accurate portrayal of the current landscape of afterschool programs accessible to K-12
learners in Metro Manila; (2) to identify the factors contributing to the scarcity of these programs; (3) to gain
insights into the perceptions of key stakeholders, including parents, educators, LGUs, and community
members, regarding the significance and potential benefits of freely accessible afterschool programs; and (4)
to propose potential strategies to bridge the gap and improve the availability of these programs. The study
employed a qualitative research design, utilizing focus group discussions and interviews with various
stakeholders. Data was collected from accredited Social Welfare and Development Agencies (SWDAS), non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), and community-based programs that provide afterschool services in
Metro Manila. The analysis focused on identifying the availability, challenges, and potential solutions for
expanding these programs. Findings reveal that only a limited number of afterschool programs are freely
available, with key barriers including financial constraints, lack of government support, inadequate facilities,
and insufficient manpower. Stakeholders acknowledged the significant role of afterschool programs in
enhancing students’ academic performance, socio-emotional development, and overall well-being. They
emphasized the need for increased funding, public-private partnerships, and policy interventions to improve
program accessibility. The study concludes that addressing the shortage of afterschool programs requires a
multi-stakeholder approach involving government agencies, private institutions, and community
organizations. It recommends strengthening advocacy efforts, securing sustainable funding, and
implementing strategic policies to ensure that K-12 learners in Metro Manila have equitable access to quality
afterschool programs.
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