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Abstract 

 

Participatory action research scholarship in higher education can be described as a learning and 

teaching strategy that integrates students’ critical thinking skills with community service. In this 

project, students are introduced to a variety of activities that seek to apply classroom knowledge and 

skills to real-world scenarios. Exploring, developing, and improving academic, cultural, and social 

engagement is one of the core goals of this significant task. In this paper, I reflectively and critically 

intertwine participatory action research, and teaching and learning firsthand experiences through the 

use of arts-inspired research methods such as memory/metaphor drawing, object inquiry and 

journaling towards the achievement of a community-engaged scholarship at a higher education 

institution (HEI) in South Africa. Through my meaningful engagement with the artworks, 

accompanied by written reflections, I am encouraged to contemplate what I can learn from these 

experiences. In a similar and subsequent account, as a community engagement practitioner, I am 

called forth to inspire and enhance the community-engaged scholarship to other fellows at a HEI in 

South Africa and beyond. Ultimately, I am arguing that transformative pedagogy can be of reality 

if participatory action research can be drawn into connection with the teaching and learning process 

at HEIs. Therefore, such an action can serve as a step forward toward fostering mutually beneficial 

university-community-society partnerships for meaningful learning.  
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