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Abstract 
 

 

This study aimed to examine the effect of phonemic awareness instruction on the reading 

performance of Grade 3 learners. A quasi-experimental research design was used, employing pre-

tests and post-tests to assess the level of phonemic awareness and reading performance before and 

after the intervention. The sample consisted of 39 Grade 3 learners identified as struggling readers. 

The intervention included 20 days of structured phonemic awareness instruction focusing on 

blending, segmenting, and phoneme manipulation. Findings revealed a significant improvement in 

phonemic awareness scores from 1.54 (SD = 0.756) in the pre-test to 7.56 (SD = 1.729) in the post-

test, and reading performance scores increased from 2.41 (SD = 0.78) to 7.62 (SD = 1.68). These 

results suggest that structured phonemic awareness instruction positively impacts reading ability. 

The study underscores the importance of integrating phonemic awareness activities into early 

literacy instruction. It is recommended that teachers receive training in phonemic awareness 

strategies to further enhance students' literacy skills. 
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