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Abstract

Writing proficiency is an essential academic skill, yet many students struggle with grammatical and
mechanical accuracy in their compositions. This study examines the grammatical and mechanical errors
committed by students in writing, focusing on subject-verb agreement, verb tense, noun forms, pronoun
reference, prepositions, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. Using a quantitative approach, the
research analyzes the frequency and types of errors in student writing, explores the relationship between
grammatical and mechanical errors, and examines the profile of the students. Findings reveal that while
students demonstrate proficiency in most grammatical and mechanical aspects, subject-verb agreement
remains a significant challenge. Additionally, a significant correlation (r = .181, p = .027) between
grammatical and mechanical errors suggests that students who struggle with grammar also exhibit higher
instances of spelling, punctuation, and capitalization mistakes. The study concludes that enhancing
grammar instruction, reinforcing writing mechanics, and integrating technology-driven learning tools are
essential strategies to improve students’ writing proficiency. Future research should explore the long-term
impact of writing interventions and assess their effectiveness across different academic levels.
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Introduction

Writing is a diverse form of communication that goes beyond basic expression. It is a craft that
involves creativity and a willingness to share thoughts in a written form. It is a powerful tool in the transfer
of knowledge through symbols, which enable everyone to understand one another.

According to Al-Atabi (2020), writing is the act of communicating thoughts and ideas in a readable
manner by employing symbols, alphabet letters, punctuation, and spaces, as well as a medium of human
communication that involves the representation of a language with symbols. It is a form of art that enables
people to communicate ideas, emotions, and tales across time and distance. The written words, whether in
books, essays, poetry, or social media posts, can inform, convince, entertain, and elicit strong emotional
responses. It serves as a link between the writer's inner world and the audience's imagination, encouraging
comprehension and connection. It allows learners to acquire and use a variety of skills. For example, they
can evaluate, argue, critique, compare, and contrast arguments (Khazrouni, 2019). Writing allows students
to organize their thoughts effectively while also employing proper grammar and mechanics. It also increases
their ability to communicate effectively and build critical thinking skills by analyzing and arranging their
information.
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In the 21st-century teaching and learning, the ability of an individual to teach and learn the art of
writing is not as easy as it seems. With the advent of technology and the availability of a variety of online
tools that can make the process of writing easy and instant, people tend to forget the value of knowing the
rules and the essence of really knowing how to write.

Writing, according to Saputra (2022) as mentioned in the study of Garduce and Baluyos (2023), is
one of the hardest skills to master among the four language skills because it involves complicated language
systems such as sentence structure, punctuation, spelling, and vocabulary. Furthermore, writing differs from
speaking in numerous ways, including letter, word, and text structure. However, how it appears in
handwriting, spelling, punctuation, and layout is equally important. Writing may help learners strengthen
their vocabulary and grammar, as well as how they express themselves and transmit messages to others.

Students’ writing proficiency varies in the classroom. During examinations, the writing part in the
test was left unanswered by most of the students. As a result, the least mastered competencies often involve
topics about writing. Being unable to answer questions requiring students to write leads to poor test results.
According to Singh et al. (2020), students who excel at writing, whereas less performing students struggle
with it. Less performing students often struggle to write in English due to limited vocabulary and a lack of
grammar knowledge, resulting in poor sentence structure. With this, teachers need to acknowledge the needs
of learners and provide necessary support for the learners to attain the skills intended for them. Writing
challenges often limit their capacity to express their knowledge effectively, increasing their academic
difficulties. Thus, excellent writing skills are essential to academic success. As for Graham and Perin, the
capacity to effectively communicate in writing is a powerful indicator of academic and professional success
(Crossley et al., 2019).

Writing, being a tool for communication, is one of the skills everyone needs to develop. It is the
process of creating a written product continuously. Writing takes broad knowledge and the ability to
communicate clearly. Writing knowledge is essential for both the process and the final product (Rofigoh et
al., 2022). The process of writing is crucial, especially to students, as it requires a lot of thinking before
being able to write substantial content. Writing is an intricate skill, as there are several aspects to be
considered. One should have knowledge of grammar and vocabulary to come up with good writing (Jayanti,
2019). Through this process, errors may be encountered due to various factors. To write effectively in
English, students must first learn the proper grammar rules. As a result, it will greatly help in minimizing
errors like tenses, punctuation, and spelling errors (Rejeki, 2023). Error analysis becomes an important tool
in the development of skills in the process of language learning. This process aids teachers in the adjustment
of instruction to support improvement in the teaching and learning process. In this way, errors become a
tool for identifying and addressing learning gaps.By evaluating students' writing, teachers can identify
strengths and areas needing improvement, such as grammar and mechanics. This insight enables teachers
to modify their lessons to better meet the requirements of their students while encouraging their
development, ensuring that every student improves their writing skills and succeeds in language learning.
To ensure that quality writing will be made, knowledge to avoid errors needs to be developed. As writing
is a skill that can be continuously honed and improved, reading widely, practicing regularly, and seeking
feedback are essential strategies for becoming a better writer.

Objectives of the Study

This study aims to find out the grammatical and mechanical errors committed by learners in writing
and assess their differences based on their profiles. It also seeks to discover the correlation between the
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grammatical and mechanical errors committed by learners in writing. At the end of the study, writing
strategies to enhance students' writing skills are aimed to be developed and utilized.

Methodology

This study employed a quantitative evaluative research design to analyze and assess the grammatical
and mechanical errors committed by Grade 7 learners in a selected public school in Sto. Tomas City,
Batangas, Philippines.

The researcher utilized a self-constructed writing task and evaluation rubric to assess students'
grammar and mechanics in alignment with the study objectives. The task involves descriptive writing,
where students compose a paragraph using the given topic. This approach allows for the natural integration
of grammatical constructs (subject-verb agreement, verb tense, noun forms, pronoun reference, and use of
prepositions) and mechanical aspects (spelling, capitalization, and punctuation).

The researcher made use of frequency and percentage, T-Test, and ANOVA, as well as the Pearson Product-
Moment Correlation Coefficient in analyzing the gathered data and assessing the relationship between
grammatical errors and mechanical errors.

Results and Discussion

1. Assessment of the Grammatical Errors Committed by the Students in Writing

Table 1

Summary Table on the Assessment of the Grammatical Errors Committed by the Students in Writing
Indicator Weighted Mean Standard Deviation Verbal

Interpretation

Subject-Verb Agreement 2.50 .60 Developing
Verb Tense 2.81 .57 Proficient
Noun Forms 2.89 .52 Proficient
Pronoun Reference and Agreement 2.98 A7 Proficient
Use of Prepositions 2.63 46 Proficient
Overall Mean 2.76 27 Proficient

The data presented in Table 1 provides a summary of assessments of the grammatical errors
committed by students in writing across five key grammatical areas. The overall mean score of 2.76, with
a standard deviation of 0.27, falls within the "Proficient” category, indicating that students generally
demonstrate a moderate level of competence in recognizing, understanding, and applying grammatical rules
in their writing. However, variations in performance across the different grammatical components suggest
that while students exhibit proficiency in most areas, certain aspects of grammar require further
reinforcement.

Among the five grammatical indicators, "Pronoun Reference and Agreement” received the highest
weighted mean of 2.98, ranking first. This suggests that students are relatively more adept at recognizing
and applying correct pronoun usage compared to other grammatical areas. However, while this indicator is
rated as "Proficient,” the score remains below the "Excellent” category, implying that students may still
struggle with pronoun-antecedent agreement and unclear references in some instances.

"Noun Forms" ranked second, with a weighted mean of 2.89, indicating that students generally
demonstrate proficiency in using singular, plural, and possessive noun forms. Similarly, "Verb Tense" was
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rated "Proficient" with a weighted mean of 2.81, ranking third. This suggests that while students can use
verb tenses correctly, occasional errors in consistency and selection persist.

"Use of Prepositions” was rated "Proficient” with a weighted mean of 2.63, ranking fourth. This
score, while still within the proficient range, highlights that students encounter more difficulty with
prepositional usage compared to other grammatical areas. Their ability to identify and apply prepositions
correctly is evident, but their conceptual understanding of prepositional rules remains weaker.

The lowest-rated indicator is the "Subject-Verb Agreement,” which obtained a weighted mean of
2.50, ranking fifth and falling within the "Developing" category. This suggests that students struggle more
with ensuring that subjects and verbs agree in number and person, indicating a need for focused instruction
and practice in this area. The relatively higher standard deviation of 0.60 suggests greater variability among
students, with some demonstrating a solid grasp of subject-verb agreement while others exhibit persistent
errors.

Overall, Table 1 highlights that while students exhibit proficiency in most grammatical areas, their
ability to maintain correct subject-verb agreement remains a challenge. The findings suggest that targeted
instructional interventions, contextualized grammar exercises, and consistent feedback are necessary to
further strengthen students' writing skills. Additionally, reinforcing grammatical concepts through
structured writing activities may help bridge the gap between students' understanding of rules and their
ability to apply them accurately in written compositions.

According to the analysis, while students exhibit many aspects of grammatical competence, they
usually do not follow through with the correct application of subject-verb agreement. Such a situation is
unsurprising as evidence has shown that errors on subject-verb agreement are very common among learners
due to the generic complexities of English grammar rules and the weightage of their native language
structures (Ramzan et al., 2023).

2. Assessment of the Mechanical Errors Committed by the Students in Writing

Table 2
Summary Table on the Assessment of the Mechanical Errors Committed by the Students in Writing
Indicator Weighted Mean Standard Deviation Verbal Interpretation
Spelling 2.83 .56 Proficient
Capitalization 2.84 45 Proficient
Punctuations 2.87 46 Proficient
Overall Mean 2.85 .29 Proficient

The data presented in Table 2 provides a summary of the assessments of the mechanical errors
committed by students in writing, specifically in terms of spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. The
overall mean score of 2.85, with a standard deviation of 0.29, falls within the "Proficient" category,
indicating that students generally demonstrate competence in applying mechanical rules in writing.
However, while students exhibit proficiency in these areas, variations in ranking suggest that certain aspects
require more reinforcement to ensure accuracy and consistency.
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3. Correlation Between the Assessment of the Grammatical and Mechanical Errors Committed by the Students in
Writing

Table 3
Correlation Between the Assessment of the Grammatical and Mechanical Errors Committed by the Students in Writing
Computed r Sig. Decision Interpretation
1. Subject-Verb Agreement Spelling .026 753 Accepted Not Significant
Capitalization .205" .012 Rejected Significant
Punctuations .146 .075 Accepted Not Significant
2. Verb Tense Spelling .004 .964 Accepted Not Significant
Capitalization -.004 .966 Accepted Not Significant
Punctuations -.088 .284 Accepted Not Significant
3. Noun Forms Spelling .150 .066 Accepted Not Significant
Capitalization -.037 .653 Accepted Not Significant
Punctuations .160 .051 Accepted Not Significant
4. Pronoun Reference and Spelling -.043 .602 Accepted Not Significant
Agreement
Capitalization .034 .680 Accepted Not Significant
Punctuations .164" .045 Rejected Significant
5. Use of Prepositions Spelling 139 139 Accepted Not Significant
Capitalization -.066 -.066 Accepted Not Significant
Punctuations .034 .676 Accepted Not Significant
Overall Overall Mechanical .181" .027 Rejected Significant
Grammatical Errors Errors

The data contained in Table 3 is focused on the relationship between the assessment of grammatical
errors reflected mechanically in writing. On the computation of the correlation coefficient values or r values
vis-a-vis the significance levels through p-values, the relationships between these variables would
determine the statistical significance of association. It was seen, from the findings, that although most
correlations do not stand significant, there are regarded few meaningful relationships that open the cards
for the probability between grammar and mechanical writing skills of the student.

Of these different variables, the observation that Subject-Verb Agreement and Capitalization were
significantly correlated is a strong indication rejecting the null hypothesis (r= .205, p=.012). It signifies
that students who usually face subject-verb agreement difficulties might also find it tough to use proper
capitalization. This indicates that grammar structural awareness and accuracy in their mechanical writing
might have some possible relationship: similar Pronoun Reference and Agreement showed a significant
correlation; Punctuation (r=.164, p=.045) indicates that students who have a better performance in the use
of pronouns also apply more punctuation accurately. Both these aspects would therefore be said to be likely
dependent on similar cognitive processes in semantic structures and clarity of sentence structures.

Most other relationships between grammatical errors and mechanical errors were not significant, as
indicated by their p-values being greater than .05. These include correlations between Verb Tense and all
mechanical indicators (Spelling, Capitalization, and Punctuation), Noun Forms and mechanical errors, and
Use of Prepositions and mechanical errors. The study results, therefore, indicate that grammatical accuracy
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and mechanical correctness are both essential components of writing but may develop independently from
one another rather than being strongly intertwined.

However, the significant correlation between grammatical and mechanical errors (r =.181, p =.027)
suggests that students who struggle with grammar are also more likely to exhibit mechanical inaccuracies,
such as spelling, capitalization, and punctuation errors. This aligns with the findings of Yuliah et al. (2019),
who noted that students with weak grammatical foundations tend to have more frequent mechanical
mistakes in their essay writing. Their study emphasized that grammatical competence directly impacts
mechanical accuracy, as students who have a strong grasp of syntax, sentence structure, and word forms
are more likely to apply spelling and punctuation rules correctly.

Thus, Table 3 indicates that while errors in grammar and mechanics individually are not related,
there is a comprehensive relation concerning the proficiency among students as a whole in these areas. The
results here emphasize the requirement of utilizing appropriate writing strategies to develop the skills of
students in writing with proper use of grammar and mechanics.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that students demonstrate overall proficiency in grammatical writing, but
subject-verb agreement remains a key area of difficulty. The lower rating in this aspect suggests that
students struggle with ensuring grammatical consistency, which may impact the overall clarity and
correctness of their written work. This reinforces the need for focused grammar instruction and practice in
subject-verb agreement to improve writing accuracy.

Students generally exhibit proficiency in spelling, capitalization, and punctuation, with punctuation
being the strongest area. However, fluctuations in scores suggest inconsistencies in spelling accuracy and
capitalization application, which may affect overall readability. This indicates that while students can apply
mechanical rules correctly, they require further reinforcement through structured writing exercises and
proofreading strategies.

The significant correlation between grammatical and mechanical errors suggests that students who
struggle with grammar also tend to make more mechanical mistakes. Specifically, students with difficulties
in subject-verb agreement are more likely to make capitalization errors, while those struggling with pronoun
reference also face challenges with punctuation. These findings emphasize that grammar and mechanics
should not be taught in isolation, but rather through integrated writing instruction that simultaneously
strengthens both areas to improve overall composition quality.

Recommendations

Based on the results of the study, it is recommended that, since subject-verb agreement was
highlighted as a weakness, teachers may want to add focused grammar instruction, focused exercises, and
contextual writing activities to reinforce their students' understanding and application of this rule.
Therefore, regular feedback from writing practice assignments, especially involving sentence formation and
peer editing, would help these students internalize correct usage.

As spelling and capitalization were pinpointed as field-improvement areas, students might be
encouraged to build up their proofreading habit through activities such as peer editing, dictation exercises,
and self-check techniques. Alternatively, the teacher may formulate fun interactive exercises that practice

Filomeno, P. S., Grammatical and Mechanical Error Analysis in Writing Compositions among Grade 7 Learners in a
Public School, pp. 14 - 21

19


http://www.apjaet.com/

Asia Pacific Journal of Advanced Education and Technology oo
Volume 4, Issue 2, June 2025/ P- ISSN 2815 — 245X / E — ISSN 2815 — 2468 / www.apjaet.com APJAET

spelling and capitalization with the ultimate goal of measuring the correct application in both formal and
informal contexts.

Writing instruction should not separate grammar from mechanics, since there is a correlation
between grammatical and mechanical errors. Schools should adopt an integrated approach that incorporates
grammar drills, punctuation exercises, and structured editing into composition writing. Also, the self-
assessment of their work using rubrics and checklists would further promote the students' ability to
recognize and correct subsisting errors.
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